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Dean _ Explo~es
Recently, FORUM staff writer,
David Heritier, conducted the following interview with Dean Alfred
Meyer exploring his feelings and
positions on a number of topics of
current interest to members of the
law school community.
The topics discussed included
Dean Meyer's decision to remain
in the Decanal position for the
current year, law school policy in
regard to mandatory attendance,
the desirability of improving
communications within the law
school community, and the policies regarding minority students.
FORUM: Among the biggest
"news item" this year is your remaining as Dean. What are your
feelings about staying on?
Dean: It was necessary because
we came to a point this past summer at which the office had to be
filled, and it would have been bad
decision-making to make a decision in a hurry. The candidate
whom we wanted turned us down
at the last minute, and more time
was needed to look at the field of
candidates again. I was willing to
stay on for another year while the
process continued.

You don't anticipate staying on
for another additional year should
the same situation arise?
I don't anticipate that the situation would arise.

What are we lookinQ (or in
terms of credentials, skills and
specialties as qualifications Jor the
new Dean?What would you personally like to see in the new
Dean?
I have no special interests other
than I think whoever it is should
have had experience in legal education. There are some exceptions
to that, where schools have appointed individuals from the practice to Deanships, and they have
been very successful Deans, but
by and large I think it is necessary
that the individual will have had
some experience in legal education, and that that individual have
demonstrated an interest in, if not
an actual contribution to, scholarship other than teaching. That
interest can be manifested in different ways not necessarily as an
author, but as a participant in
meetings where frontiers of legal
scholarship are discussed.

Concerning the autonomy of
the Law School, the Dean indicated that the University exercises
little or no influence on the Law
School in the areas of hiring,
firing, curriculum, and general
administration, but that the Law
School is dependently related to
the University in financial matters.
You mentioned money. What is
our financial status?What is the
interrelationship between the
University and the Law School?
For the most of its history, the
Law School was parasitic on the
University in the sense of the
amount of tuition realized from
the Law School enrollment compared to the budget that was allocated. In recent years we have

Problems of Law School
through the first three semesters.
The standard required for graduation is an academic average of 70
- the same as for everyone else.
At the end of the fourth semester
all students must be at the 70
level. The financial aid policy was
changed some years ago to a
policy based exclusively on need.
This necessarily results in minority students receiving perhaps a
higher percentage of that money
available for financial aid, since,
by and large, they come from
poorer families than majority
students. . . . . If one admits a
minority student with a lesser
statistical prediction, that is
lower, it would seem to be indicated that we need some special
compensatory feature in our educational program to make up for
the deficiency in the pre-legal
education.

operated with a formula designed
to assign "overhead" on a fair
share basis. The formula opera,tes
something like this: Law School
generated income: tuition, share
of endowment income, share of
gifts and grants. University generated income: overall tuition, overall endowment income, overall
gifts and grants. A percentage
then is taken of the overall instructional budget to overall income. The Law School then
receives as its annual instructional
budget that same percentage of its
generated income. We are presently exploring a more precise cost
accounting basis for the allocation
of university overhead to its
component parts.

At this time, with our current
enrollment and our current tuition arrangement, is the Law
School, or could the Law School
be, totally selfsupporting?

In other words it wouldn't
make any sense to admit them
and then strand them.

Self-supporting in terms of
capital expenditures, for buildings
and additions?The answer is obviously no.

Let's talk about day to day
operations.
In terms of operating budget,
yes, but operating budget does
not provide for necessary capital
expenditure and maintenance.

Many students are unaware or
misunderstand certain areas of
Law School policy. Two of these
areas which are current topics of
discussion are attendance and the
status of minority students. On
the topic of minority students,
what is, and who is a minority
student?
The minority student categories
which we use are the same categories which are used by the law
school admissions test service.
These are categories which try to
determine groups who, byvirtue
of background, color, or origin
had suffered deprivations which
the majorities have not. If we talk
in practical terms about the students here at Valparaiso University, we're talking about black
American students, a few American Indians, and those with Spanish surnames, which is a recent
category for those we used to
refer to as Chicanos.

It's obvious that the Law
School applies different standards
to these students in terms of admission, retention, and extra help.
Is that information available to
the law school student body?
Yes. . . . We have the same
policy that was involved in the
DeFunnis cas that went before the
Supreme Court several years ago.
We have differential standards for
admission, by which minority
students
are admitted under
lesser standards than those required for majority students. We have
a policy which permits the special
minority student to take a lighter
course load during the first year
of legal education. More specifically, that means that the minority
student is not required to take the
course in Civil Procedure during
the first year. The minority stu-

dent may take twelve hours per
semester rather than fifteen. The
second feature of the minority
program is the first year professors hold weekly group sessions
witn the special minority students, the purpose of those ses-

have been estimated at close to
$10,000 per year.
In order to appropriately honor
such a gift, special festivities are
being organized at Homecoming.
Furthermore, the addition will be
named The Clara and Spencer
Werner Addition.
According to Dean Alfred
Meyer, it is important to note that
this gift hardly solves the school's
financial problems. Since the addition was built with about $60,000
cash-in-hand, the entire grant will
have to be used to satisfy the debt
for the bricks and morter.
Expressing some concern that
alumni may now feel less compelled to aid the school, the Dean

continued on page two
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Placement a Real Probler_n at Valparaiso
While it is true that the ultimate responsibility for obtaining
employment must rest with the
Monday, September 20, at 9:50
individual student, it is the rea.m., marked the beginning of the
sponsibility of the institution to
formal efforts of the Placement
counsel its students concerning
Committee of the S.B.A. to
employment possibilities, to find
strengthen the placement program
and list employers, to set up interat the Law School.
views with various employers
This year is a crucial one in the
throughout the semester, and to
history of the Law School as the
market for law school graduates · set up a system concerning the
placement process thereby helping
has become more and more rethe student to help himself or
stricted. It is estimated that only
herself.
two out of every three law school
What is needed is a full-time
graduates nationally will receive a
placement director. It is argued
law-related job.
that since this institution only
The placement situation here is
graduates about 100 students a
pathetic at best. A · lack of reyear, a full-time placement direcsources and apathy has created a
tor is not needed. On the consituation where the student must
trary, because the institution is
almost entirely go it alone in
order to find employment. For · relatively small and has not significant reputation among the bar, it
years, the Law School has relied
would take the efforts of a person
upon the good graces of its alumni
working full-time and a secretary
to find jobs for its graduate~
in order to compete in the market
with other law schools.
Present Activities of the Committee:
·It is our hope that by next year
a full-time placement director will
noted that the operating budget is be named. But until that time, the
Placement Committee of the
still beset by tremendous financial
S.B.A. will do all that it can to
problems. For .instance, average
help our students find jobs.
faculty salaries rank in the bottom
tenth percentile among law
The Placement Committee is
schools. A placement office along planning a series of talks by
with additional supporting staff is lawyers in different types of pracdesperately needed. Additionally,
tices. These presentations will be
the library's annual acquisition informal with a short speech by
budget of $60,000 barely meets
the lawyer and questions form the
the minimum standards.
students. Details for each talk will
The need to solve these prob- be announced prior to each event.
lems was vividly emphasized last
The Placement Committee has
year as the school searched for a
moved the placement bulletin
new dean. For a number of candi- board to the main lounge area
dates simply found these basis where it is more visible. All placeproblems weighed too heavily
ment events will be posted there
against the school to accept the
along with job opportunities. If
post.
you see :::~n onnortunit annlv for
by Leland Willis

Law School Receives $5(X),OOO
It was recently announced by
University officials that the Law
School has received a $500,000
shot in the arm through the
generosity of the Clara and
Spencer Werner Foundation.
The gift, one of the largest in
the University's history, was contributed as part of the school's
"Forward to the Eighties" fund
raising drive. These new monies
have been designated to pay for
the new addition to the Law
School and to create an endowment to pay for the maintenence
of the addition. The endowment
is of course as essential as the
building be~ause additional maintenance costs for tl-te addition

sions being to review the materials
covered in class during the preceeding week, and to offer special
help to those students who feel
the need for such help . . . . There
is a lesser standard for the minority student to remain in school

That's right. I don't think that
this is a policy that one should
think of in terms of Black versus
White. Because if we were to
admit students with lesser credentials, the idea of compensating for
those lesser credentials is a color ·
blind policy. In other words, the
policy of compensatory education
is not based upon race, it is based
upon the idea of credentials, and a
capacity which needs to be improved. Now, we are admitting
students very definitely because

it immediately as the cards will be
periodically replaced.
The Placement Committee will
be sending a letter to every alumnus asking them to inform us of
any job opportunities of which
they are aware.
The Placement Committee is
working with the administration
to try to develop a better placement service for next year. Details
of this will be announced as they
are worked out.
The Placement Committee
supports the proposal offered by
John Marshall School of Law
requiring a full-time placement
director in all ABA approved law
schools.
The Placement Committee is
working with the library staff to
improve the selection of books on
various aspects of placement.
Any suggestions by the student
body are welcome.

ABA-LSD to Meet
The Seventh Circuit Fall
Roundtable will be held at the
Valparaiso University School of
Law in Valparaiso, Indiana, on
Saturday, October 9, 1976.
Activities are designed for law
students from the fourteen law
schools in the Seventh Circuit,
which comprises lllinois, Indiana
and Wisconsin. The meeting is
open to any ABA-LSD member,
or any law stud~nt wishing to
become a member. Workshops
will be held for SBA Presidents,
ABA-LSD Representatives, and
law school newspaper editors.
Emphasis will be on improving
circuit communications and share
of Law School Service Fund
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Fmnkly, My Dear,
I Don't Give a Damn
Two weeks ago the faculty spent a weekend on which
in addition to producing increased camaraderie among the
faculty, apparently raised some questions in their minds.
The result has been several discussions both within and
outside the hallowed classroom halls touching on various
aspects of student-faculty relations.
It appears that there is at least a hidden suspicion if not
an open belief among faculty that basically students don't
care what is going on at this law school. Attitudes toward
classes and the general atmosphere in the school seem to
buttress and reinforce these beliefs.
To those faculty who harbor such suspicions, I must
confess as a student, you may very well be right. But
frankly, why should we give a damn'What have you done,
as a school, to warrant my loyalty and, indeed, my participation to make this a better law school?
As a student I have no say in the courses I take. You
have prescribed a curriculum so rigid that electives are
hard to find. Although on paper it may appear that the
second and third year are electives, in reality, they are
only elective as to the order in which one takes the
courses.
In the classroom you rigidly control the types of learning experiences with the case method and the one final
exam. Students are informed that required attendance
(something most students last heard of in high school) is a
faculty prerogative and indeed you are quite correct. Your
power to control the classrooms, the curriculum, and the
graduation requirements is quite complete. As a faculty,
you rule as the Sun King, Louis XIV, absolutely and by
divine right!
Students appeal for financial aid and get back a post
card rejecting the application. No word of explanation is
ever given as to how the aid was distributed or to what
extent the school was limited in giving its aid. The process
is accomplished through fiat. A receives aid, B receives aid,
b.1t C, D, E, and F do not. Period.
Student participation is limited and controlled. The
SBA is given a feeling of usefulness and power only in its
efforts to organize social events to calm the frustrations of
the law school experience. Student representatives are
allowed on faculty committees, but do they really "participate" or are they window dressing, token representation
to demonstrate the liberality of the school?
In essence, you reduce stuqents whose average age is
around 25 or 26 to a state of complete powerlessness and
then you wonder why they sit back on their posterior, just
gathering enough information to acquire their diploma
and pass the bar. Sure they forget about the school. Sure
their alumni contributions are among the lowest of any
professional group. But what have you given us to appreciate? Maybe we have a right to say, "We played your
paternalistic little game and got by. Now we're in the real
world, too busy learning how things really are to be
bothered with your academic game proJ?lems."
As Charles Reich said in a YALE LAW JOURNAL article entitled, "Toward a Humanistic Study of Law,"
Law schools do little to encourage students to use
initiative in educating themselves. Students are not
really treated as adults. They are made to feel that
they are beginning their education all over again, and
the classes put very little emphasis upon individual
work and thinking. The students get caught up in
examinations, grades, and class ranking. In many
ways the L.L.B. program is an undergraduate, not a
graduate program.
Well, faculty, convince us! The pages of ~~ORUM
are open. Why should we give a damn?

RfJ1

by Tom Hoffman
It has been a rather busy two

weeks since this writer last took
up the pen, but there has been a
good mix of work and play within
that time. The first year students
have their first Legal Problems
assignment under their belts, with
the second in hand? TheSBA has
its first social event under its belt
and is working on the agenda for
the remainder of the semester.
The election of the first year
representatives has also taken
place. So here is the scoop as it
flows from the Tap of the SBA
PIG ROAST -- The SBA social
calendar kicked off the school
year on a successful note. On
Sunday, September 12, the
SBA-hosted pig roast at Bicentennial Park brought close to three
hundred people for fun and
games, beer and porK..

One of the great past-times of
law school students here has been
rumor-mongering. Rumors often
fly freely and just as often have
little basis in fact.
The Forum, in an effort to
improve communication among
members of our community,
offers its auspices as an action line
to track down rumors. If you hear
a rumor about faculty or administrative policies and would like

*

accurate information on the sub·
j ect, we will track down the
appropriate person, submit the
question to him and publish both
the rumor and the clarification in
our next issue.
Please submit your rumors,
signed or unsigned, by leaving
them at The Forum office, the
last carrel in the old section of the
library.
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*

Mark Heimsoth
Editor
Tom Ludwig
Managing Editor
Andrea Knish
Editorial Board
Sandi Jones
Staff Photographer
Dave Myers
Sports Editor
Debra Luzietti
Layout Editor
Carolyn Neuert
Layout Editor
Steve Tuck
Art Editor
Staff-Brian Lee, William Murrain, John Johnson, Cindy Hedge, John
Le~,. Jill Olson, Bob. Selund, Dave Heritier, Ray Berger

SEPTEMBER 24, 1976

VOLUME 6,

NUMBER 2

1 HE FORUM is published fortnightly during the academic year. It is the student
newspaper of the Valparaiso University School of Law, Valparaiso, Indiana,
46383. The views expressed in this paper are not necessarily those of the Editorial
Board or Staff. FORUM is funded by the Student Bar As~ciation. Copyrighted.

Faculty and Students Valparaiso
University School of Law Valparaiso, Indiana 46383

Dear Colleagues:
I want to thank all of you for
inviting me to be a part of your
community last year. During my
one year stay I developed a tremendous respect and appreciation
for Valpo as a lively, stimulating
place. I found the faculty to be
happily diverse and
multi-talented. No bland uniformity there! Most of all I was
impressed by your dedication to
the teaching-learning process and
your respect and concern for one
another as individuals, both in and
out of the classroom. Valp has
retained what so many institutions have lost: an atmosphere
which allows and encourages
people to work together toward a
common goal. As for the students,
I can only say that I became very
fond of you. I enjoyed immensely
being in the classroom with you
and becoming acquainted with
many of you outside of class.
You have my best wishes and
encouragement as you begin a
new year. I look forward to seeing
many of you again, either here in
Alaska or elsewhere. Sincerely,
Theodore E. Fleischer

Dean Notes Co~n~nunication ProhleiD
of racial differences, but then
once that decision is made, it
seems to us that it logically leads
to differences in educational programs for the special help that
such students require.

So the basic policy is then to
admit a certain number or certain
percentage of minority students?
We have debated in faculty'
meetings whether we should have
a quota. We have never established
any quotas for minority students.
The admissions policy contains an
explicit objective of recruiting and
admitting minority students, but
the number has never been determined.

What is the Law School policy
on class attendance?
The Law School policy on
attendance is to permit the individual instructor to require attendance in keeping with the standards of the ABA which accredits
law schools, and which reflects
the requirement that regular
attendance is expected in legal
education. The policy of the
school, and in particular the law
faculty, is that whenever attendance of class room performance is
to be used as part of the grade in
the course, the individual instructor announce what those requirements are so that the student will
know in that course what the
evaluation system is.

What about student alienation?

doesn't mean that one po!icy
would be right and another policy
wrong.

Dean Meyer responded to a
questivn · about the ability of
students to evaluate teachers by
re-stating the opinions elucidated
in the Feb. 7, 1975 FORUM. At
that time Meyer indicated that
while student evaluation of instructors is a valid and meaningful
indicator of an instructor's abilities, that evaluation cannot be
given exclusive weight in determining such matters as tenure or
retention. Do you agree that an
instructor who fails to meet good
teaching requirements has no
place in this particular law school?
Yes. In answering that question, however, we should recognize
that what consitutes good teaching is subject to interpretation.

The sense of community within
this law school, the rapport, or
the communication and the
morale of the student body, at
least at this point in time does not
appear to be what it could be, or
maybe what it should be. Do you
agree with that evaluation?
I don't think that a community
which has in excess of three
hundred members can ever be a
family in which you have close
<;X>mmunication among all of its
constituents. Size is a deterent to
good rapport among the members.

Alienation is always a bad
What do you feel would be
thing, but sometimes alienation
useful
steps or useful means to
results from requirements which
. improve the communication or
have justification. The fact that
sense of community within our
there is a difference of opinion

organization?

The .SBA Tap
The victim of the roast was a
two hundred-eighty pound hog
(live weight; dressed -- 235) hand·
picked by the experienced porkproducer/ hog raiser younger
brother of mine, Doug. Cleaned
and scalded, the pig was placed
over the slow-burning fire on the
spit around 7:00 P.M. Saturday
evening. Carefully watched all
night, the pork slowly cooked its
way to edibility, success and
fame, withstanding minor difficulties (such as .a broken belt in
the middle of the night with
another nowhere to be found).
By mid-afternoon Sunday the
people began congregating and the
suds began to flow. Dinner was
served shortly after 4:00 under
the careful craftmanship of the
Hoffman brothers. Recreation at
the picnic was plentiful with the
likes of tennis, volleyball, horse

Letters

FORUM to become Rumor wnter

shoes, softball, basketball and
frisbee. If our next events are as
successful, it will be a good year.
Special thanks go to my brothers
Doug and Marion, Mike Osburn,
social committee members Roy
Moutaw and Suz Martin, and of
course, my mother, as well as
those of you who were in attendance.
THE FACULTY RE~EAT-
On Saturday, September 11, five
members oi the law student b9dy
traveled to Culver Military Academy, Culver, Indiana, to es1l0use
student views on matters of concern to memebers of the faculty.
As has become tradition, the
members· of the faculty "retreat"
for a weekend of concentrated
attention to and discussion of law
school matters of special concern,
with the Saturday afternoon
session being devoted to student

issues. Responding to Dean
Meyer's invitation, five students
were selected. Those in attendance were Diane McNeal, Gail
Hamm, Lucia Berrones, Leland
Willis, and myself.
Among the topics discussed
were mandatory attendance/
grading on participation (the
petition circulated among the
students was presented), retention
standards, and minority recruitment. Faculty members were
made aware of student concern in
the area of placement and were
also encouraged to make- use of
THE FORUM as a medium through
which to espouse their arguments
and views; 'l,he students were the
guests of the faculty for dinner
and returned that evening to
Valparaiso. Thank you Dean
M.eyer and members of the
faculty.

A number of years ago we
introduced at this law school
student participation in law
school government, with the
membership of students on
committees, the voting membership of students at faculty meetings. We hoped that this would
not only have the very desireable
result of having student input in
policy matters, but it wo.uld improve the communication of
university policy to the entire
University community. Now, as
you mention, we still have the
problems of the students knowing
what's going on. Now we could
blame that on the student representatives who don't communicate with their peers, but I think
that would not be proper.

Even though it's true?
It may or may not be true, but
I think it is impossible for the two
or three or four students to have
effective communication with
three hundred other students. I
would see the function of the law
school newspaper as one which
would not only announce and
publicize what happens at facu~ty
meetings, but I would like to see
it as a vehicle for debating the
pros and cons of the issues that
confront us in our academic
community. I have to this point
seen THE FORUM as one which
performs some very desireable
functions, but I think it has not
exercised the function of getting
into the controversial aspects of
what our law school community is
doing in the way of academic
policies.

Is there anything that you
would like to add, anything that
you would like to communicate
to the student body through this
medium that we haven't touched
on?
I think that from time to time I
will have more specific thoughts
as the ·year wears on and we see
what problems are developing. I
hope that further communication
can be implemented through the
pages of THE FORUM.

Do you think that perhaps a
periodic statement, or letter, or
expose, if you will, from you to
the law school community would
.be a useful instrumentality?
I think it would.

I realize that that would be an
extra burden on an already overburdened position, but would you
be willing to do that?
Yes.

Page Three
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Entropy
Dave Heritier

Meet the Profs
by Mark Heimsoth
"Open and concerned" are the
words which seem to best typify
the newest addition to the Valparaiso Law School faculty, Richard
Thomas Dawson.
Dawson says that his attitude
toward students and his philosophy of teaching have been strongly molded by his own experiences
in law school. For instance, he
cites the use of the Socratic
method to embarrass people as
one method he will avoid.
Another experience which has
left an indelible imprint on
Dawson is a six-year hitch in the
Air Force. During his first two
years, Dawson was assigned as a
Judge Advocate, a position in
which he was required to handle
everything from thefts and bankruptcy to counseling divorce
cases. Indeed Dawson feels that
this period of time gave him more
experience in a shorter space of
time than most of his contemporaries were able to gain.
After two years, the Air Force
a warded him a scholarship to
attend George Washington University to specialize in labor law. In
1974 he thus added an L.L.M.
degree in labor law from George
Washington to his J.D. degree
from Indiana University at Bloomington.

The Air Force then assigned
him to Tinker Air Force Base near
Oklahoma City to help handle
labor relations with the base's
1 8, 0 0 0 civilian employees. In
addition to this labor arbitration
practice, Dawson got his feet wet
in the classroom by teaching ~.t
the Oklahoma City University
School of Law in the night
session.
Always ill at ease with the
depersonalizing elements of the
Air Force bureaucracy, Dawson
decided last year to leave it as a
full-time occupation because his
next promotion would have made
him a supervisor of lawyers and
C'\lt him off from the personal
contact with legal problems that
he desired.· Moreover, having
thoroughly enjoyed his teaching
experiences, he set his sights on a
teaching position at a Midwest
location that was small enough to
maintain the personal contact he
enjoys.
At the present time, Dawson
intends to concentrate on teaching. When he becomes more settled he ·hopes to expand his activities into research, writing, and
perhaps some labor arbitration.
Dawson is married and he and
his wife, Lin, have two daughters,
Amy, 6, and Hilary, 2.

Women's Caucus
by Debra Luzetti
A re-organizational meeting of
Women's Caucus was held Monday, September 13. Approximately 40 women attended the meeting
chaired by Ruth Hennage.
Speakers included Gail Hamm
and Jill Olson. Ms. Hamm
addressed the group concerning
topics discussed at the faculty
retreat, while Ms. Olson, student
representative to the National
A.B.A. convention this summer,
reported on plans for the formation of a National Women's
Organization.
In keeping with re-organizational plans, a steering committee
was selected. Representatives are:
First year students Linda
Weiss-Malik, Sue Allinger and
Susan Schulze
Second year students: Gail
Hamm, Jill Olson and Debra
Luzietti
Third year students Ann
Bush, Ann Hartmann and Ann
Bowman The steering committee,
a temporary body, will plan
activities for the year and draw up
some organizational guidelines.
Activities being considered are
1. A placement program,
2. Support for the national
movement for ratification of the
E.R.A. amendment in Indiana,
3. A program outlining the
Freedom of Choice alternative to
the Pro-Lifer's position on the
abortion issue,
4. A recruitment pamphlet, and
5. Information disbursement on
and a discussion of legal issues
involved in Day Care Center programs.
I

The steering committee is interested in input from all students
concerning the future role of
Caucus. If you have any ideas
please contact your representatives.

A lot has happened since the
last issue, but priorities being
what they are, some of it will have
to wait. First, I would like to
compliment Tom Hoffman, et al,
for the dandy job they did in
organizing the Pig Roast. If that
splendid effort is any indication
of the planning and execution we
can expect from the SBA this
year, we should all be grateful.
I must depart at this point from
what I had planned to say in this
issue, and direct my comments to
the wide range of responses I
received to my last column. Those
responses were never neutral. One
faculty member called it
"shoddy," while a number of
students were kind enough to call
it "very good." I suppose that the
truth lies somewhere in between.
The fact is, I did get a fairly heavy
response, not only to what I said,
but to my approach in general and
to my call for student involvement.
Some explanation is due here,
so bear with me for a minute. I
call this effort "Entropy" because
I believe that the natural tendencies of large endeavors, such as
Law School and even the entire
human existence, are toward random disorder, much. as it is in the
world of dynamic physics. That
belief is based on personal experience in a very long academic
career as a student and teacher, a
little investigation into philosophy
and sociology, and a certain
skepticism born of my unceasing
disappointment in basic human
behavior. I therefore believe that
any predictability, constancy, or
consistency which is to be derived
from our Law School existence
( or our existence in general) must
be the result of our own desire for
it, an analytic approach to what
goes on around us, and the
willingness and ability to coordinate and direct our efforts here in
a creative and constructive manner. Without affirmative, constructive activity and communication, we can expect little better
from all this than to be at the
mercy of negative or vacuous
forces which are ever present, and
which would, if unopposed,
emasculate our initiative and
sweep us along with the tide of
conformist indifference. Whew! I
challenge all of us within this Law
School community to that kind of
positive, creative activism. That
activism, if it is to work to the
benefit of us all, must be exercised with judgment, and judgment requires objectivity.Indifference, apathy, negativism, and the

kind of resigned cynicism that we
are all sometimes prone to, tend
to have a blurring effect on the
mind's eye.
With that in mind, let's con·
sider the current :tlap over re
quired attendance in certain
courses. Some students, for
various reasons, feel that it is an
imposition on their individual
liberties, and perhaps it is. The
fact is, that law school pol-icy as it
now stands, provides for mandatory attendance at the option
of the individual instructor. Some
instructors feel it necessa.ey to
elect and enforce that policy.
Others, the majority at this time,
do not. Those who do elect that
policy are quite within their
rights. Those who do not elect
that policy must somehow feel it
unnecessary. Perhaps, for one
reason or another, the problem
never arises for the majority of
the f acuity.
After careful consideration and
discussion of this issue with a
large number of students and
selected faculty, I am reinforced
in my opinion that the ultimate
responsibility for the consequences of attendance and non-attendance rests with the individual student. Not even the amazing
Bruce Berner's well-reasoned , and
convincing rhetoric can persuade
me otherwise. I do feel that each
student has the responsibility to
himself and to his education to
attend his classes, no matter how
irrelevant those classes may seem
to him at a given time. If a
member of the faculty feels a
duty to protect the students and
the Law School by requmng
attendance, then in good conscience he must do so. All things
considered, it is probably even a
good idea, especially given the
ABA policy of requiring "regular
and punctual class attendance . .
to
satisfy residence and class
hour requirements." (cite
omitted)
Again, I personally don't accept
some of the rationale offered by
certain faculty members for requiring attendance, but a good
faith sense of duty is a force to be
reckoned with respectfully, and
until the current policy is
changed, that's the way it is.
Once again 'Fhe Femm invites
your ideas and comments. If this
medium fails to be a Forum in
anything but name, it will ultimately be because YOU don't
care. Is that challenge enough for
you?
There is one more point that
needs to be made about our
faculty. In my thirteen odd years
of higher educational experience
at two Universities and one other
graduate school, I have never
known a faculty which was more

available, more concerned, more
interested, or more involved with
the well-being and success of its
students than ours. That is hardly
something that can be controlled
or dictated by policy. I have never
yet been turned away from a
faculty member's door for any
reason, and I don't know anyone
who has been. What all this means
is that I don' t believe that any of
the activism proposed here needs
to be an adversary proposition.
Once again, communication is the
key. I urge you all th read the
interview I conducted last week
with Dean Meyer. His willingness
to take an active part in the
improvement of Law School
communication and cooperation
should make that task easier for
all of us. Onward and upward.

Tell it to

the Judge
Advice to the lovelorn legal
scholar from the honorable
Will Russell.
Dear Judge,
I'm a first-year law student
with a problem. I'm taking a
first-year woman to a masquerade ball for our first
date, and I really want to
make a good impression. I
went to a costume shop,
and they had two really
terr~fic costumes., a wart
outfit and a kumquat costume. They were both so
good that I took the wart
and the kumquat, and now I
can't decide which to wear.
This is where I need your
help. Can you tell me whether a together, intelligent
woman would be more
impressed by a stunning wart
or a sensuous kumquat?

SB4 Elections Results In
by Ray Berger
The annual first year SBA election results are official and the
SBA now has three new members
whose duty it is to represent first
year class interests.
By usual standards, this year's
candidate pool was extremely
large. In all, 12 students ran for 3
positions. Because of this large
number of candidates, relatively
few votes were required to elect a
candidate.
The first vote left John Mayfield with 36 votes, Leonard
Washington with 34, and both
Daniel Callahan and John Junke
with 28. A run-off election was
subsequently held, which put
Callahan the winner with 44 over
Junke with 31. THE FORUM was
fortunate enough to interview
John Mayfield shortly after his
victory.
John Mayfield is a 21-year-old
native of Troy , Michigan, and a
recent graduate of Western Michigan University with a degree in
political science. While an undergrad John points out that he was
active in student government and
was involved in faculty hiring
committees.
In response to a FORUM quest' ion about how he views the role

of the SBA in the law school,
John noted that he believes the
SBA should represent the total
interests of its student constituancy in all matters and not just
the social well-being of the
student body.
THE FORUM also queried
John on his personal role as an
SBA representative. John replied
that he has a bifurcated view of
his personal role. One role he
views as a black man and from
that has a responsibility to get to
the heart of injustice for his
fellow ethnic group in the law
school. The other role is that of a
Valpo law student and from that
has a responsibility to his general
student electorate. John indicated
that in reality he would compromise his two part role with
some kind of balance.
Finally asked what was his initial impression of what the SBA's
power is, John simply replied that
the SBA's power was the ability
to allocate funds for the benefit

of the student body. (THE
FORUM takes this opportunity to
congratulate all three new representatives, John, Leonard, and
Dan, on their victories and wish
them luck in tqeir upcoming term
in office.)

STUDENT
PARKlHG,
LOI1tR\NG,
H\TCK\KlNG:
St"ANO\tiG,
LOADitiG,
~tTTl~G.

LOOKIWG,

ETC.

PERPLEXED
Dear Perplexed,
Save the wart and woo as
a kumquat. JUDGE
RUSSELL

Ode to the

Farulty Wing
There's one I get to fail. If
a few are over ninety,
There's some I get to nail.
But I don't care if they
stumble and fall,
Long as I'm safe in the
Rzculty Hall.
There are noisy first-year
students
They do seem to abound.
Second-year students
everywhere
-While seniors can't be
found.
Exam time the students
are wall to wall
But they're scared to come
down Faculty Hall.
It's just not like the good old
days
We called them all by
name. All ·with their questioning faces
Seeking knowledge they
came. Now pleasantly silent
with deathly pall
Is our inner sanctum,
Faculty Hall.
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Schnack Takcs Raquct Title For Second Y car
By Dave Meyer
As is so often the case, when
great events occur in the world of
sports, certain names tend to •
dominate those events and the
Third Annual Never to be Repeated Valparaiso Law School
Tennis Tournament must fall in
with events of that genre. Two
names among the many stand out
from this year's gala event, played
last Sunday at the Valpo Hills
behind the Gym Courts. Kent
Schnack is the first. Seldom in the
annals of the sport of tennis has
one figure so thoroughly dominated a tournament. (No wonder
he organized it.) Last year's
champion, Kent defended his title
by breezing past Art Boos, Dean
Zakos and Jack Clement by score
of 10-0 and then disposed of Mike
Bush in straight sets, 6-4 and 6-2.
Kent "The Kid" used a variety of
weapons ranging from backspin
garbage that would make Bobby
Riggs ( MCP) proud, to a power
serve which came within a few
percentage points of J. Conner's
shots. (Well, kinda close.) Need-

less to say, Schnackered is odds
on favorite to make it a clean
sweep in '77.
'lbe second name to be aware
of in future court events is the
pride of the ladies tour ( as the
only female entry) Han Terbush.
The plucky first year lady lost a
tough 10-8 match to Lee Allison
and drew a bye when Dean Meyer,
plagued by a shoulder injury withdrew. This brought J. T. against
Bill Modgelewshi who got off to a
9-5 lead in the consolation semis.
Han was not to be denied, however, and rallied from the brink of
defeat to win six straight games
and take the match 11-9 to advance to a classic confrontation
with Art "The Slow Dart, Boos.
The shadows lenghtened across
the court as the Booser (couldn't
resist) battled the game Ms from
Michigan. Playing his usual formless but machine-like game, Ait
took the first set 6-3, but J. T.
pulled herself together to knot the
best of three series with a 6-1 win.
But darkness was to deny a final
verdict and the match had to b~
c o m p leted later in the week.

Gridiron Squads
Kicking off the real Valparaiso
collegiate football season last
Thursday, all three Weseman Hall
squads opened their fall dockets
with shutout victories. Racking up
the highest point total was the
BARD contingent who mauled
the Big Brick eight by a 48-0
spread behind the quarterbacking
of Chris HuntJoe Syzmanski and
Pete (Michigan No. 1) Hessler, and
a secondary which picked off five
passes.
The other B League circuit
attorneys, the Justice League of
America, paced by Scott "The
Bomb" Broman's four touchdown
passes (two of them by Jay Lauer)
whipped Dau I (No imagination,
these undergrads) 28-0, while in A
league action the all rookie squad
of Nolo Contenders (or the
Agnew Memorial Eight) edged the
z.o.o. 14-0.
A second half explosion was
what put the outcome of BARD's
contest beyond a reasonable
doubt. With Captain Hunt hitting
his first five pases, the BARD
moved downfield with the opening "kickoff" and racked up six
with a short pass to big Geof
Wiggins at four minutes into the
game. Six minutes later Hunt
capped another drive with a flare
pass to Rick Bolhouse for the
score. A chance for the third firsthalf score following "Scatback"
Spencer's interception went awry
late in the period.

•

National
Bank

The East Lincolnway Office (near
Campus) remains open each day,
except Saturday, until 5:00 p.m.
for the convenience of Yalparaiso
University students. On Satur~ay
the office is open until 12 o'clock
noon.

Joe Syzrnanski took over the
helm for the winners in j;he
second half and came up with the
game breaker when in a fourth
and long situation, deep in his
own territory, he hit Wiggins for a
first down. Joe then hit Butch
Lauber for the six and Bolhouse
for the extra point and a 19-0
lead. Big Butch made it 21-0 when
he nailed the Brick quarterback in
the end zone for a safety.

Sweep

The third law school squad,
Nolo Contenders, had to use a
tough young defense to whip
ZOO. John Dennison's safety put
the first year students ( who were
not studying at half time, thereby
emulating the second and third
year types) up by a slim 2-0 margin. Quarterback and co-captain
Dan Handlon then hit two TD
passes in the second period, the
second a forty=yard bomb to Dan

QUARTERFINALS
CHAMPIONSHIP BRACKET
Clement by default Maakstad
Schnack 10 Zakos 0
Bush 1 0 Smith 5
Rokely 11 Garber 10
QUARTERFINALS
CONSOLATION BRACKET
Modgelewski 10 Heritier 8
Terbush by default
Cantrell 9 Hyvonen 1
Boos 13 Zak~s 11

SEMIFINALS CHAMPIONSHIP BRACKET
Bush by default Rokely
Schnack 10 Clement 0
SEMIFINALS CONSOLATION BRACKET
Terbush 11 Modgelewski 9
Boos 10 Cantrell 3
FINALS
Schnack 6-4, 6-2 over Bush
Boos-Terbush under continuation
at press time. Tied one set apiece.

S.eeer T.aJD
FRees First
GaBle
by Scott Walden
Law School soccer team, appropriately named LAW SCHOOL II,
will open its season this Sunday at
the university's intramural fields.
Last year's fine team fought its
way into the semi-finals. Only the
extraordinary play of the opposing goalie kept us out of the
championship game. It was a
heart-rending 1 • 0 loss.
This year's talented eleven is
destined to improve on last year's
record. Support! That's what we
need. Recent reports have confirmed the theory that sports
teams win more often in front of
home town crowds. You can help
by attending our first game. Game
time will be posted on the lobby
bulletin board.

ChessTournrunentOpens
With Berner Defending

Hard to believe though it may
be, the School of Law is the current defending V.U. swim champ
and meet time is just around the
comer.
Gone east is the Shirley Baba·
shoff of Weseman Hall, Jayrna
Meyer, who led the swimming
attorneys to victory last year, but
rumors have it that the first year
students are not floundering yet
and the second and third year
types are drifting along very well.
A sign-up sheet is posted in the
basement lounge - get your feet
wet.

Chess Tournament. Heading the
list of entries is defending champion, V. U. Grand person of the
Sport, and Defender of the
Hallowed Hall, Bruce Berner.
The Ole' Professor, known for
his brillian attacking maneuvers -sometimes with a kick to his
opponent's shins, will have to
hold off such stalwarts of the
chess world as Bob Rucker,
Leland Willis, Kent Schnack,
Kenny ( Boris) Anderson, Goose
Geisler and Jeff "Case Synthesis"
Bork.
Other contenders include David
Cagyl, Greg Lyman, Raul Garcia,
Rhonda Willis (who has been
known to take Leland in two out
of three matches), Jim Stan, John
Lanning, Brian Lee and Gred
Schrader. Openings are still
waiting to be filled and there will
be a· boards fee of $1.00.

Make a date sports fans, for
October 13th, because that's
when the Covenants (they run
with the land) make their annual
appearance in the Valparaiso
Intramural Cross Country Meet.
Heading the defending champion harriers will be last year's
third place winner Bruce Berner,
who horrified local track purists
by finishing while puffing his
usual cancer stick. ( On the other
hand, Bruce hasn't been seen in
the Boston or Olympic marathons
lately either.) Other challengers of
the two mile (nearly flat) course
include Brian Lee, Andy Carter
and Hugh Martz-he of the snappy
sweat socks.
For those interested, openings
are still available, so sign up as
sson as possible. That means you,
Covey! (Note: The sqaud name is
the brainchild of Professor Berner
Law School crowd turned out
-- this writer denies all responsi- to observe the SBA president,
bility there for.)
Tom Hoffman, carve the roast pig.

The sight of the gruesome head
did not stop the voracious eaters
from consuming smoked slices.

All you chess and checkers
freaks, its time again for the V. U.
School of Law Cerebral Celebrity

Wanted:
Swimmers
After that Pete "Garbageman"
Hessler came in and cleaned up.
Peter, the former Michigan semigreat, hit Wiggins for six and
Lauber for the extra point. Following Mike Cook's interception,
Pete hit Warren Simonsen for the
TD, Bob Stochel for the PAT and
Wiggins for another six-pointer.
'The BARD, pointing toward their
showdown duel with the JLA,
added their final points with
Spencer's interception and runback on the last play of the game.
As for the Justice League, the
veteran squad romped on Broman's arm and a strong defense.
After being intercepted on his
first toss of the contest, Broman
hit speedster Jay Lauer for the
JLA's first score of the season and
the extra point. Late in the tirSt
half, Scott found Mike Hall for six
more and with the PAT, JLA led
14-0 at intermission. The league
favorites put the contest out of
reach about eight minutes into the
second half when Broman found
Lauer behind the Dau secondary.
Chuck Enslen's interception set
up the final score, Broman to
Mike Bush. The l..$gue looked to
be in mid-season form, and considering they play a four-game
schedule, midseasonyesterday.

116 E. Lincoln way
Valparaiso, Ind.

PIONEER NATIONAL
TITLE INSURANCE

( Hopefully a score will be avail· FIRST ROUND SCORES
able before we go to press. If notask Jan or Art.)
Bush 1 0 Heritier 0
Smith 10 Duggan 0
In other action, it was a day of
few upsets. First round action was Allison 10 Terbush 8
slow with only Allison's 10-8 win Rokely 10 Meyer 0
over Terbush providing any real Maakstad 1 0 Cantrell 0
excitement. A seemingly close Hunt 10 Hyvonen 4
contest between Chris Hunt and Schnack 10 Boos 0
Stu Hyvonen was broken open
when the Hunter, down 3-2, won
8 Of 9 games. including the last six SECOND ROUND CHAMPIONin a row. Surprising tennis aficionSHIP BRACKET
ados was Scott "The Stroke"
Rokely's easy win over Dean Maakstad 10 Schlesinger 3
Meyer. However, Big Al was suf- Clement 10 Hunt 1
fering from a shoulder injury
Zakos by default Sproull
which kept his serves under hand.
Schnack by default Byerly
Scott himself was tough until
Bush 10 Johnson 0
wearing down in an 11-10 win
Smith 10 Modgelewski 0
over John Garber and coming up
Garber 10 Wolfram 3
with a case of tennis stomach.
Rokely 10 Allison 4
Other contests of note were Hentier's ( The racket is mightier than
the pen or old poets can play
SECOND ROUND CONSOtennis too) win over Johnson by
LATION BRACKET
12-10, Cantrell's edging of SchlesHeritier 12 Johnson 10
inger 11-9 and Boos' 13-11 thriller
(on score, not form) over Dean Terbush by default Meyer
Cantrell 11 Schlesinger 9
Zakos. All in all, it was a good day
Boos 13 Zakos 11
for tennis.
Modgelewski by default
Duggan

Phone 462-4188

Lane, thereby giving the defense a
bit of a breather and his tea 'm a
perfect record as law students/
football players. Other members
of the belatedly formed but
potentially strong squad include:
Co-captain Kurt Armstrong, Joe
Jaskowiak, Jim McKown, Mike
Meyer, Mike Petkovich, Tedd
Oyler, Mark Raymer, Fred Dudderar, Tom Macke, Brian Higgins,
Mike Menkos, Bruce Van Heukelen, Tom Reingold, John Smith,
and David Valentine. by Dave
Myers

Covenants to RU1
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